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Course Number and Title: BC498 Graduate Research and Writing 
Spring 2022 TU 6:30–7:25 PM 
 
Professor:    Cole L. Peck, Th.M. 
Contact Information:   CPeck@ps.edu 
Office Hours:    By Appointment 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course is an essential introduction to graduate theological education at Phoenix Seminary. 
Every discipline has its unique style and formatting – theology is no exception. The course is 
designed to hone your skills of graduate theological research, reading, and writing. You will learn 
argumentation, effective reading strategies, how to format your papers, and how to use the library. 
This class will greatly enhance your ability to perform at the graduate level. Also, this course helps 
set the stage for the student’s seminary career as it relates to spiritual, emotional, and physical health. 
(1 credit hour)  

COURSE OUTCOMES 
At the end of this course, the student will: 
 1.   Research, read, and write at the graduate level.  
 2.  Recognize the difference between a good argument and a bad one. 
 3.  Use correct grammar. 
 4. Appropriate good research materials for their writing projects. 
 5.  Use the appropriate formatting on papers (e.g. footnotes, bibliography, et al.) 
 
REQUIRED COURSE TEXTS 
Adler, Mortimer and Charles Van Doren. How to Read a Book. Rev. ed. New York: Touchstone, 

1972. (Adler)  
The SBL Handbook of Style. 2nd ed. Atlanta: SBL, 2014. (SBL) 
Vyhmeister, Nancy Jean and Terry Dwain Robertson. Quality Research Papers: For Students of Religion 

and Theology. 4th ed. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2020. (QRP)  
 
REQUIRED READINGS  
Purdue OWL Grammar: https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/grammar/ index.html  
Purdue OWL Punctuation: https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/ punctuation/index.html 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS  
1. Reading (10% of grade) 
Outcome(s) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

Please read course texts slowly and carefully. Complete each 
assigned reading by the time of class on the day they are assigned. 
Be prepared to discuss the book in class.  

2. Research Elements 
(50% of grade) 
Outcome(s) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

These Research Elements assignments are building blocks for the 
final research paper. Because of the nature of these assignments, 
no credit will be awarded for late submissions. Each 
assignment builds on the next. It is imperative to complete these 
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assignments on time for a successful semester. Additional 
instructions for each element will be given in class.  

• Topic Proposal (10%)  
• Research Bibliography (10%)  
• Paper Outline (10%)  
• Partial First Draft (20%)  

3. Skills practice (15% of 
grade) 
Outcome(s) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

• Editing 1: Sentences (5%)  
• Editing 2: Peer Review (5%)  
• Editing 3: Footnotes and Bibliography  

4. Research Paper (25% of 
Grade) 
Outcome(s) 2, 3, 4 

The research paper should be 1,800–2,500 words (not including 
Title Page, Front Matter, Footnotes, Bibliography, or Appendices) 
(Outcomes 2, 3, 4). It will continue the work begun through the 
submitted Research Elements. It should conform to the footnote and 
bibliography formats found in the SBL Handbook of Style.  

 
GRADING INFORMATION 
 

Letter 
Grade 

  
Percentage 

  

Grade 
Points Description 

A+ 100–97 4.0   

A 96–93 4.0 Excellent; superior achievement. 

A- 92–90 3.7   

B+ 89–87 3.3   

B 86–83 3.0 
Good; commendable achievement. 
 

B- 82–80 2.7   

C+ 79–77 2.3   

C 76–73 2.0 Satisfactory; acceptable achievement. 

C- 72–70 1.7   

D+ 69–67 1.3   

D 66–63 1.0 Poor; marginal achievement. 

D- 62–60 0.7   

F 59–0 0.0 Failure to advance in the course. No credit earned. Computed 
in GPA. 

 



 

 3 

SEMINARY ACADEMIC POLICIES 
All Seminary policies affecting student work, appeals, and grievances, as outlined in the Academic 
Catalog or Student Handbook will apply, unless otherwise indicated in this syllabus. 

Assignment Policies 
All written assignments must be submitted via the course page as pdf files (to insure “frozen” 
formatting/style) by the assigned due date and time. If for some reason one is unable to submit 
online, then he/she may send the pdf as an attachment to CPeck@ps.edu. 

Late work will not be accepted. Grade review/correction requests must be made by email within 2 
weeks of the grade posting on the course page. Students must contact the instructor to notify the 
professor of a second submission. A second submission will not be accepted if a first submission 
was not made.  

Attendance Policy 
One of the strengths of Phoenix Seminary is the classroom interaction between instructors and 
students. Attendance and participation are essential components of the training process. An absence 
is defined as when a student does not attend a class period whether it be for an on campus or an 
online course. Watching a recorded lecture in lieu of attending class does not constitute attendance. 
When a student is going to be absent, it is important that the student consult with the instructor in 
advance about work to be missed. Excessive absences may result in grade reduction or course failure 
as indicated on the following chart: 
COURSE FORMAT REDUCED GRADE COURSE FAILURE 
15-week   2nd missed class  4th missed class 
 
Courteous Use of Technology in the Classroom (phone, tablet, laptop) 
Phoenix Seminary considers a student’s character to be evidenced in part by their respect for their 
classmates, professors, and their valuable time in class. Please consider how not to be rude in the use of 
your technology by bearing in mind the following:  

• Laptops and tablets are welcome in class to take notes and to access readings we’re 
discussing. Using them for anything else (social networking, accessing non-course related 
websites, checking email) is discourteous and distracting to others. 

• Phones must be silenced in class and stowed. That includes turning off the vibrate function. 
(We can hear it buzzing.) Is texting ok? No. If an emergency exists out of which you feel you 
must use your phone you should quietly step out of class to do so.  
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COURSE SCHEDULE  
Course schedule, topics, evaluation, and assignments may be changed at the professor’s discretion to responsively meet 
the needs of this class. 
 
Week Date Topics Reading Assignments 
1 August 16 Course Introduction    
2 August 23 Research & Theological 

Education 
  

3 August 30 Library Presentation 1   
4 September 6 Library Presentation 2   

5 September 
13 

Doing Research QRP 1, 2, 3, 6 Topic Proposal 

6 September 
20 

Research Reading and Note 
Taking 1 

QPR 15 
 

 

7 September 
27 

Research Reading and Note 
Taking 2 

ADLER (ALL)  

8 October 4 Argumentation QPR 16–17 Research 
Bibliography 

9 October 11 Research Writing (Overview) QPR 18, 20 
 

Paper Outline 

10 October 18 Research Writing (Technical 
Details)  

SBL (SKIM) Partial First 
Draft  

11 October 25 SBL Style  Editing 1: 
Bibliography 
and Footnotes 

12 November 1 Editing: Grammar Purdue Owl 
Grammar  

 

13 November 8 Editing: Punctuation  Purdue Owl 
Punctuation 

 

14 November 
15 

Fall Reading Days  Peer Review 

15 November 
22 

Editing Practice  Editing 3: 
Grammar and 
Punctuation  

16 November 
29 

Final Class Period   Research Paper  

 


