
 
Due to ever changing challenges of the coronavirus, the Professor reserves the 
right to change teaching modalities, assignments, and any other aspect of the 
course. 
 
TH595 PHILOSOPHICAL THEOLOGY 
SUMMER, 2021 
 
Professor  Owen Anderson, PhD 
Contact Information: 602-620-0108 (text or call); oanderson@ps.edu     
 
DESCRIPTION (from Student Handbook) 
An occasional theology elective offered as the need and opportunity arise.  Course content is 
dependent on the expertise of available faculty (resident, adjunct, and visiting), current issues of 
academic and practical importance and overall balance in regard to recent course offerings. 
  
[2 hours. Instructor: Anderson. Prerequisite: None.] 
 
COURSE OUTCOMES 
At the end of this course, the student will: 
1.  Identify and critically analyze the meaning of the problem of evil, and identify natural and  
     revealed religion 
2.  Explain common solutions and their shortcomings including the free will solution  
3.  Solve problems and settle disputes that arise in dealing with the problem of evil 
 
COURSE TEXT(S)  
REQUIRED TEXTS 
A.  Books: 
 Hume, David.  Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion 
(https://www.earlymoderntexts.com/assets/pdfs/hume1779.pdf) 

 Job: A Philosophical Commentary (available on Amazon or Barnes and Noble) 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS  
1. Attendance Attendance is necessary for comprehension and discussion of this 

material.  Missing more than one class results in the loss of 10% of 
the final grade.  Excused absences must be discussed and 
approved by the instructor. 

2.  Quizzes 
25% 

Daily quizzes will be given during the semester at the beginning of 
class meetings (see schedule). These quizzes are designed to test 
basic comprehension of the readings in secondary texts (excluding 
articles). These are oral quizzes and will help the student see where 
they are at in understanding as they prepare for their final exam. 

https://www.earlymoderntexts.com/assets/pdfs/hume1779.pdf
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3. Final Paper 
75% 

The final paper will be administered to test students’ 
understanding of the materials provided in the lectures.  This 
will be due two weeks after the end of the one-week intensive  

 
GRADING INFORMATION 
The percentage ranges are given as guidelines which the instructor has freedom to modify. 
 

Letter 
Grade 

  
Percentage 

  

Grade 
Points Description 

A+ 100-98 4.0   

A 97-95 4.0 Excellent; superior achievement. 

A- 94-92 3.7   

B+ 91-90 3.3   

B 89-87 3.0 Good; commendable achievement. 

B- 86-84 2.7   

C+ 83-82 2.3   

C 81-80 2.0 Satisfactory; acceptable achievement. 

C- 79-78 1.7   

D+ 77-75 1.3   

D 74-73 1.0 Poor; marginal achievement. 

D- 72-71 0.7   

F 70-0 0.0 Failure to advance in the course. No credit earned. Computed 
in GPA. 

 

S N/A N/A Sufficient achievement of course objectives. Not computed in 
GPA. 

U N/A N/A Insufficient achievement of course objectives. Not computed in 
GPA. 

 

EX N/A N/A Extension. A formally approved petition for course extension. 

NR N/A N/A Not Received. Instructor has not yet submitted grade. 

    

WP N/A N/A Withdrew from class while passing. Not computed in GPA. 
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WF N/A 0.0 Withdrew from class while failing. Computed in GPA until 
retake. 

 
          
SEMINARY ACADEMIC POLICIES 
All Seminary policies affecting student work, appeals, and grievances, as outlined in the Student 
Handbook and/or Seminary Catalog will apply, unless otherwise indicated in this syllabus. See the 
respective sections of the Student Handbook. 
 
Attendance Policy  
One of the strengths of Phoenix Seminary is the classroom interaction between instructors and 
students. Attendance and participation are essential components of the training process. An 
absence is defined as when a student does not attend a class period whether it be for an on 
campus or an online course. Watching a recorded lecture in lieu of attending class does not 
constitute attendance. When a student is going to be absent, it is important that the student 
consult with the instructor in advance about work to be missed. In the case of extenuating 
circumstances, students may request an exception to this policy by submitting a petition to the 
Academic Petition Committee. 
 
Excessive absences may result in grade reduction or course failure as indicated on the following 
chart: 

COURSE FORMAT  REDUCED GRADE  COURSE FAILURE 
Intensive  4 hours      8 hours 
 
Courteous Use of Technology in the Classroom (phone, tablet, laptop) 
Phoenix Seminary considers a student’s character to be evidenced in part by their respect for their 
classmates, professors, and their valuable time in class. Please consider how not to be rude in the use of 
your technology by bearing in mind the following:  
 

• Laptops and tablets are welcome in class to take notes and to access readings we’re 
discussing. Using them for anything else (social networking, accessing non-course related 
websites, checking email) is discourteous and distracting to others.  

• Phones must be silenced in class and stowed. That includes turning off the vibrate function. 
(We can hear it buzzing.) Is texting ok? No. If an emergency situation exists out of which 
you feel you must use your phone you should quietly step out of class to do so.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ps.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Student_Handbook_2020-2021-10-12-20-VA.pdf
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
This is a 1-week intensive course.  Our class will begin at 8am M-Th with a morning 
lecture/discussion, break for lunch, continued discussion, and time for homework.  I have made 
videos that will supplement this research time.  You can find these on my Youtube page Dr Owen 
Anderson 
 
Monday: 8am-12: lecture. Noon-1 lunch.  1-4:50 discussion and homework. 
Tuesday: 8am-12 lecture. Noon-1 lunch.  1-4:50 discussion and homework. 
Wednesday: 8am-12 lecture.  Noon-1 lunch.  1-4:50 discussion and homework. 
Thursday: 8am-11:50 lecture. 
 
Topics: 
What is philosophy? 
What is theology? 
What is knowledge? 
How can we know God? 
What is God? 
What is good and evil? 
What is redemption? 
What is the moral law? 
What is the kingdom of God? 
 
The student will have an additional two weeks to complete their final paper in coordination with Dr. 
Anderson.   
 


