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INSTRUCTOR 
Lecturer: Wayne A. Grudem, Ph.D. 
Online Instructor: Josh Anderson, DMin    
Contact Information: (602) 429-4432; janderson@ps.edu 
Technical assistance is available to online students.  Please contact:  onlinesupport@ps.edu 
 
DESCRIPTION (from Student Handbook) 
This course will teach you how to practically apply God’s truth to the toughest issues facing our 
culture such as divorce/remarriage, homosexuality, abortion, race relations and euthanasia.  
 
COURSE OUTCOMES 
At the end of the course, the student should be able to: 

1. Articulate the major teachings of Scripture regarding Christian ethics. 
2. Explain how to use Scripture rightly to come to wise decisions on ethical situations. 
3. Explain how to shepherd God’s people with wisdom and compassion in relation to God’s      

revelation concerning a variety of ethical issues. 
 
In addition to these outcomes, it is the hope and intention of the instructor that through this course 
each student will grow in love for the Word of God and the ethical principles that it teaches, will 
come to delight more fully in God, will more often enjoy following God’s commands in everyday 
life, and will grow in Christian maturity through the application of the doctrines of Scripture to life. 
 
COURSE TEXTS: 
Required Texts: 
 
Frame J. M. The Doctrine of the Christian Life. Phillipsburg: P & R Publishing, 2008. ISBN:   
 0875527965. 
 
Grudem W. A. Business for the glory of God: the Bible’s teaching on the moral goodness of business. Wheaton:  
 Crossway Books, 2003. ISBN: 1581345178. 
 
Grudem W. A. Politics according to the Bible: a comprehensive resource for understanding modern political issues in  
 light of Scripture. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2010. ISBN: 9780310330295. 
 
Asmus B., Grudem W. The Poverty of Nations: A Sustainable Solution. Wheaton: Crossway, 2013. ISBN: 

143353911X. 
 

Satinover J. Homosexuality and the politics of truth. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1996. ISBN: 
080105625X. 
 

Recommended but not required for purchase:  
 

mailto:janderson@ps.edu
mailto:onlinesupport@ps.edu
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Feinberg J. S., Feinberg, Huxley A. Ethics for a brave new world. Wheaton: Crossway, 2010. ISBN: 
9781581347128. (This is a supplemental text that you might want to read for additional 
discussion of some topics; it is not required.)  

 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
 
1. Reading [10%]    
[Outcome 1] 
Due: Weekly 

Complete assigned readings and submit the Reading Report Form 
before final is taken.  
 
During the term all readings should be done before that lesson’s 
lecture is viewed.   
 
Quiz and Exam material may be taken from the readings. Readings 
due for that lesson completed after viewing the lecture will be given 
half credit (see reading report form at the end of this syllabus).  All 
readings can be completed for half credit up until the final is taken.  
 

2. Scripture Memory Quiz 
[10%] 
[Outcome 1] 
Due: See Course Web Page 

Memorization of Psalm 119:65-72 (8 verses) preferably in the ESV, 
NASB, NKJV, or HCSB (other versions, including foreign language 
versions, are allowed). Grading will be on a word-for-word basis, 
but students will not be expected to know verse numbers. 
 
Scripture Memory Quiz is 1 hour. It will be typed and taken directly 
on the course web page.  No Bibles, notes, or helps of any kind are 
allowed.  

3. Discussions [10%] 
[Outcomes 1-3] 
Due: Weekly 

For each lesson, one or more Discussion Questions (DQs) based on 
the material will be posted.  
 
Substantive and synthetic postings are expected. Grading will be 
based on the Discussion Question Grading Rubric (see course web 
page). DQ answers should first be typed in a word processor, 
proofread, saved, and then copied into the course web page. 
 
Initial responses to the Discussion Question should be posted by 
Thursday at 11:59 PM of the week in which they appear with at least 
one response to other students due by Sunday at 11:59 PM of the 
same week. 

4. Review Quizzes [5%] 
[Outcomes 1, 3] 
Due: Weekly 

Review Quizzes are taken each lesson on the course web page after 
completing the reading and viewing the lecture. They are open note 
and open book. Students have 60 minutes to take each quiz.  After 
60 minutes the quiz closes and unanswered questions are marked 
incorrect. Most quizzes are 10 questions in length, multiple choice, 
and based on that lesson’s material. There may, however, be review 
questions on the quiz from prior lessons. 

5. Term Paper [20%] 
[Outcomes 2, 3] 
Due: See Course Web Page 

Write a research paper on a contemporary moral issue of interest to 
you. (The following description of the paper is borrowed and 
revised with thanks from Dr. Steve Tracy’s syllabus.)  
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Pick an issue about which you have a personal and/or ministry 
interest. Do not submit papers that you have submitted for another 
class. You should seek to build a biblical ethic on a relatively narrow 
contemporary moral issue. Make sure to include real world 
application of your findings to life and ministry. It is most helpful to 
choose a topic that poses a question which is answered in your 
thesis statement. (See the end of the syllabus for sample topics.) 
 
Please review the Phoenix Seminary Guidelines for Course Papers 
(http://www.ps.edu/library/resources/guidelines-for-course-
papers/) and format accordingly.  Papers with grammar or 
formatting errors will be penalized. You should also include a one 
paragraph abstract, identified as an abstract, at the very beginning 
of the body of the paper. In the abstract include and highlight in 
bold the one-sentence thesis of your paper. A thesis statement is 
an assertion of your position that you intend to prove. Developing a 
solid thesis is a critical aspect of writing a good research paper. If, by 
the time you are done with your research, you do not know exactly 
what your main assertion is that you seek to prove, your audience 
certainly won’t know what you are trying to say.  
 
The body of the paper should be 8-10 pages in length, not counting 
the cover page or bibliography. Footnotes should be used instead of 
endnotes. Your assertions should be well documented. Include a 
bibliography of sources utilized. You should use (interact with) and 
cite at least six credible academic sources. Do not list sources in 
your bibliography that someone else cites unless you have used 
them yourself. Primarily utilize books and journals. You can cite a 
few web sites if they are from highly credible sources, quoting 
recognized authorities in the field.  

6. Peer Review [5%] 
[Outcomes 1, 3] 
Due: See Course Web Page 

The instructor will pair students up to exchange papers for a peer 
review. Write a one-page response to be turned in both to the 
instructor and to your peer the lesson after your paper is due. List 
what you appreciated about the paper and also give any suggestions 
for improvement.  Bullet points with complete sentences are best. 
Finally, tell if you were persuaded by the paper and why or why not. 
 
The response to another’s paper must be emailed to both the 
instructor and your partner (partner’s email will be provided). 
Formatting is discretionary, however, the following heading must be 
used in order to avoid confusion: 
 Reviewer Name: 
 Paper Title: 
 Paper Author Name: 

6a. Optional Revision: 
[Outcomes 3] 

If you wish to revise your paper in light of the peer review, you 
may submit revised copy (see course web page). Your grade will 

http://www.ps.edu/library/resources/guidelines-for-course-papers/
http://www.ps.edu/library/resources/guidelines-for-course-papers/
http://www.ps.edu/library/resources/guidelines-for-course-papers/
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Due: See Course Web Page be based on your revised paper. If you choose not turn in a revised 
copy, the original will be graded. 
 
This option is only available to students who turned in a completed 
paper on the first date due. Clearly mark your revised paper as the 
revised version by including “REVISED” in the title and file name. 

7. Mid-term Exam [15%]: 
[Outcomes 1, 3] 
Due: See Course Web Page 

The mid-term exam will have mostly short, objective questions 
(multiple choice, true-false, matching, definitions), with a few 
“Scripture proof” questions at the end, in which you will be asked to 
give one verse of Scripture supporting each of several different 
doctrinal points. The exam will be “open Bible.” No notes, study 
Bibles, or Bible tools (e.g. a concordance) allowed. 
 
Note: This exam will expect you to have detailed knowledge of all 
the readings and class materials up to that date. Questions from 
review quizzes may or may not be used. 
 
DUE: Lesson 7 per schedule on course web page 

8. Final Exam [25%]: 
[Outcomes 1-3] 
Due: Finals Week 

The final exam will ask students to write, in detailed outline form, a 
discussion of three doctrinal topics covered in the course, and to 
support your answers from Scripture. This is a comprehensive 
exam. The instructor will select five of six topics from the posted 
Final Study Guide and students will be required to write on only 
three of them. 
 
The study guide for topics that may be covered in the exam is 
posted on the course web page. It would be wise to read it at the 
beginning of the semester. 
 
You will have two hours to complete the final exam once you begin.  
The exam will automatically close once 2 hours is up, so keep an eye 
on the clock.  You may use your Bible only (no study Bibles or 
concordances), but no other books or notes. 

 
 
GRADING INFORMATION 
 

Letter 
Grade 

  
Percentage 

  

Grade 
Points Description 

A+ 100-97 4.0   
A 96.99-93 4.0 Excellent; superior achievement. 
A- 92.99-90 3.7   
B+ 89.99-87 3.3   
B 86.99-83 3.0 Good; commendable achievement. 
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B- 82.99-80 2.7   
C+ 79.99-77 2.3   
C 76.99-73 2.0 Satisfactory; acceptable achievement. 
C- 72.99-70 1.7   
D+ 69.99-67 1.3   
D 66.99-63 1.0 Poor; marginal achievement. 
D- 62.99-60 0.7   

F 59.99-0 0.0 Failure to advance in the course. No credit earned. Computed in 
GPA. 

 
S N/A N/A Sufficient achievement of course objectives. Not computed in GPA. 

U N/A N/A Insufficient achievement of course objectives. Not computed in 
GPA. 

 
EX N/A N/A Extension. A formally approved petition for course extension. 
NR N/A N/A Not Received. Instructor has not yet submitted grade. 

    
WP N/A N/A Withdrew from class while passing. Not computed in GPA. 
WF N/A 0.0 Withdrew from class while failing. Computed in GPA until retake. 

 
 
SEMINARY ACADEMIC POLICIES 
All Seminary policies affecting student work, appeals, and grievances, as outlined in the Academic 
Catalog or Student Handbook will apply, unless otherwise indicated in this syllabus. 
 
COURSE DETAILS 
On-Line Course Materials  
Lectures, handouts and other course materials will be posted to http://ps.mrooms.net. Please note 
that after the course is over the student will not have access to course material on the website.   
 
Participation  
Students are expected to actively participate in the online learning environment. This may include 
logging on multiple times per week to view material, complete quizzes or exams, and to post 
responses to discussion questions.  
 
Online Course Weeks 
An online course “Week” corresponds to a 7-day week and runs Monday – Sunday. The course is 
based on Phoenix, Arizona Time.  If you are in a different time zone, you are responsible for 
calculating the time difference and scheduling appropriately. There may be exceptions so pay close 
attention to the course web page for specifics.  
 
Late Posts, Etc.  

http://ps.mrooms.net/
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Because dependability and industry are virtues of Christian character, the faculty encourages 
students to be faithful and timely in the completion of all course assignments. Failure to take 
quizzes, exams, or submit papers when they are due will result in a penalty and generally cannot be 
made up more than one week from their due date. Contact the instructor in cases of emergency that 
may warrant an extension.  Procrastination is not an emergency. 
 
PROFESSOR’S OTHER:  
ONLINE DISCUSSION POST INFORMATION 

• Citing credible sources is required. The course texts and the Bible are acceptable as credible 
sources. In general, websites are not considered credible sources, although they may be used 
to provide relevant supplemental information for your posts. 

• Excellent DQ answers and responses do the following: 
o Respond clearly and articulately to every aspect of the prompt. 
o Cite credible sources with correct attribution. 
o Move the conversation forward by encouraging further dialogue. (Perhaps by asking 

relevant questions or raising different perspectives.) 
• The DQ grading rubric (which you’ll want to review) is on the course web page.  

 
POSSIBLE RESEARCH PAPER TOPICS 

1. What are the biblical grounds for divorce and remarriage?  
a. Thesis: Scripture gives only two grounds for divorce and remarriage, namely, sexual 

sin and desertion by an unbeliever.  
b. Alternative Thesis: The broad teachings of Scripture give allowance for numerous 

grounds for divorce and remarriage.  
c. Alternative Thesis: Because marriage is inviolable in the sight of God there are no 

legitimate grounds for remarriage other than the death of one’s spouse. 
 

2. What does Scripture teach about capital punishment? 
 

3. Are contemporary infertility treatments a morally acceptable option for Christian couples? 
 

4. Are current American welfare policies truly moral in terms of biblical teaching? 
 

5.  Is gambling a morally acceptable form of entertainment for Christians? 
 

6. Are racial quotas in hiring biblical and effective? 
 

7. Under what conditions, if any, is there a "just war"? 
 

8. Does Scripture allow for divorce and remarriage in cases of physical abuse? 
 

9. Is racism still common in American culture, and, if so, what is the solution? 
 

10. Is there a clear-cut biblical position on global warming? 
 

11. Are there any instances in which euthanasia would be morally acceptable based on biblical 
teaching? 
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12. Is it ever moral to use coercive interrogation techniques (inflicting pain) on prisoners? 

 
13. Is it morally acceptable for Christians to live in luxury homes and drive expensive 

automobiles while much of the world starves? 
 

14. Is it ever right for a Christian to lie? 
 

15. Are there any sins which permanently disqualify a person from pastoral ministry? 
 

16. Is cosmetic surgery an acceptable moral option for believers? 
 

17. Are the current policies toward undocumented workers by the State of AZ and Maricopa 
County moral based on biblical teaching? 

 
18. What are the three most cited biblical arguments given by liberal theologians to support 

homosexuality as a valid Christian lifestyle and are these arguments valid? 
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