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(Part 2, Rev. Oct. 2019) 

 

 
August 2017  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Construction on the Biblical 

Research Center started in 

June 2017.  The project was 

managed by UEB Builders.  

Steve Johnson our EVP of 

Strategic Initiatives had 

weekly meetings with 

Engineers, Architects and PS 

Staff to coordinate the 

ongoing needs of the 

Seminary. Heavy equipment 

was brought in to remove all 

old lighting structures and 

black top in order to begin 

laying the foundation—all 

electrical, plumbing and 

concrete. These two photos 

were shot on August 11th/29th. 

 

 

The TLCA met August 3rd 

2017 at Benedictine 

University in Mesa. Pictured 

above at Benedictine 

University on 3 August 2017 

[front row, left to right]: Janet 

Forde (Benedictine 

University at Mesa), Denise 

Baldetti (American Indian 

College/SAGU), Marcia 

Gammon (International 

Baptist College and 

Seminary), Nita Mailander 

(Grand Canyon University), 

[second row, left to right] 

Doug Olbert (Phoenix 

Seminary), Marilyn Howard 

(Guest--State Library of AZ, 

Archives and Public 

Records), Rob Oliverio 

(Arizona Christian 

University), Julie Hines 

(Gateway Seminary, AZ 

Campus), Jim Santeford 

(Phoenix Seminary), Not 

pictured--Darcy Peletich 

(Diocese of Phoenix, Kino 

Institute), Barb Barreman 

(Indian Bible College), Filly 

Saxton (La Vita House 

Library)  

In November, we met again 

at the American Indian 

College, SAGU.  
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Aug.-Oct. 2017 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once the old blacktop, 

electrical lighting 

fixtures and 

landscaping—trees 

and bushes were 

removed, the 

preparations for the 

foundation and 

pouring of concrete 

was begun. When it 

started it happened 

quite quickly. The first 

photo was shot 

September 1st and the 

second on the 25th .  

Everthing was in 

place: electrical, 

plumbing, web 

cabling. I made sure 

that wiring for the 

library security 

antennas were in 

place, prior to the 

pouring of concrete.  

Dave Baker, our long 

time IT consultant—

expertly guided all 

preparations for future 

technology—Wi-Fi, 

internet connection, 

computers, monitors, 

servers etc. 

  

 

 

 

On October 3rd 

Lumber was readied 

for the future walls of 

the BRC.  Soon on the 

11th cranes were 

moved in place to 

erect both wooden 

walls and metal 

support columns. 

There was a lot of 

noise on the property.  

Chip Moody and I 

regularly observed 

“Tonka Toy” heaven 

out the administration 

windows.  



 

 

 

 

 
Oct.-Nov. 2017 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lumber was erected 

into noticeable walls by 

the 24th of October. 

A cyclone fence was 

established as a security 

measure, and an 

advertisement banner of 

what the building 

would look like when 

complete was attached 

to the fence. 

 

 

 

By the 22nd of 

November, plywood 

sheeting was 

attached to the 

exterior and the 

corrugated metal 

canopy was 

constructed in front 

of the building. It 

would shield the 

entrance from hot 

sun and heavy 

monsoon rains 

during the summer 

months.  



 

 

 

 

 

 
Nov. 2017 - Feb. 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Library 

Director, Doug 

Olbert is seeing 

for the first time 

the interior 

construction of the 

BRC during the 

fall of 2017. 

Montel library 

shelving reps 

Greg Gawin on 

the right, and 

Alan Whitaker 

survey the 

interior to make 

sure the shelving 

will fit as 

planned. 

The footings are 

being dug for the 

chapel; a metal 

awning and rebar 

for it is being 

laid. 

Steve Johnson 

provides the 

Seminary Staff 

a tour of the 

BRC. The 

building face 

now has glass 

and some 

drywall is 

being installed. 
 



 

 

 

 

March – June 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From March 20-22, the ATS 

Accreditation team evaluated 

the Seminary and Library. Ms. 

Nancy Olson, Director of Library 

Services for Lincoln Christian 

Seminary talked over lunch with 

the library team and later Doug 

Olbert at the Thomas Road 

location. She asked many 

questions and later toured the 

interior and final phase of 

construction of the Biblical 

Research Center. In June we all 

learned that the team 

recommended our Accreditation 

be reaffirmed for another 10 

years. Each day we show up at 

the seminary we see yards upon 

cubic yards of concrete being 

laid—taking a couple weeks to 

get the campus courtyard 

complete. 

 

Aster Stave owner of 

Crown Millworks (in the 

blue shirt), sensed our 

need for an archival  

quality cabinet, and in 

June freely supplied the 

labor and materials to 

make our dream a reality. 
 

 

 
 

Just after the Graduation 

ceremony in May 2018, 

Mark Hurley and his team 

were contracted to install 

all library shelving. The 

new shelving went up first 

14-18 May.  
 

Aster Stave owner of 

Crown Millworks (in the 

blue shirt), sensed our 

need for an archival  

quality cabinet, and in 

June freely supplied the 

labor and materials to 

make our dream a reality. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
May 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 14 May the 

Library staff, 

students, and 

movers all 

worked to 

offload our 

books from the 

Thomas Road 

facility onto 

plywood crates. 

The crates were 

numbered, 

shrink wrapped 

and shipped to 

the BRC for 

offload.  
 

 

Two Men and a 

Truck, the 

moving 

franchise off of 

Indian School 

Road have 

successfully 

moved our 

books and 

office furniture 

for the past 18 

years. When 

the plywood 

carts are full 

they can weigh 

as much as 800 

pounds.  
 



 

 

 

 

May 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From July 2017 until 

August 2018, the Library 

had to have a temporary 

space at the Shea 

Campus while the 

Biblical Reseach Center 

(BRC) was being built—

it was called the Phoenix 

Seminary Library Annex 

(the old bride and groom 

preparation space behind 

the chapel). Mitch and 

Jim remained at the 

Thomas Road facility 

available to all patrons. 

Students could request 

titles and Mitch or Jim 

would courier titles back 

and forth between 

locations.  The Annex 

provided study spaces, 

graded paper access, 

computers, a 

printer/copier and 

semester reserve titles. 

The Library Director 

would coordinate 

activities between both 

locations, catalog/ 

classify materials and be 

available to interject key 

library building design 

and shelving 

specifications to 

architects, engineers, 

designers and 

contractors. 
 

 

 

On 21-25 May, the old 

shelving (purchased in 1999) 

was moved from the 

Thomas Road facility then 

installed and anchored in the 

BRC. Next the new end 

panels were installed. The 

library staff buddied up with 

Two Men and a Truck 

movers to sequentially 

remove books from each 

plywood cart then install 

them on each shelf. 

Circulation books were 

installed at 17” from the left 

shelf and for reference 13” 

from the left. We used a 

color coded ruler to move 

the bookends in place 

quickly. This allows 19” 

growth in circulation and 23 

inches growth in reference—

about 40,000 volumes total. 



 

 

 

 

May-August 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     In May thru August 

after the books and 

shelving had been 

moved, the library staff, 

seminary president and 

two vice-presidents 

transitioned to the 

Biblical Research Center. 

This was a transitional 

period where temporary 

and donated office 

furniture was provided. 

Miraculously a 

demolition company that 

helped the seminary 

previously, freely 

provided the BRC faculty 

and staff offices with 

quality desks, chairs and 

book shelves from a 

company that dissolved. 

KETEC Plexiglas library 

security antennas were 

set up and tested to 

ensure patrons were 

alerted if they forgot to 

check-out items. The 

“Shot gun shell 

chandelier,” center isle 

study carrels and tables 

were installed as the fall 

semester kicked off 

August 20. Later that 

week the seminary was 

evaluated by the Higher 

Learning Commission 
accrediting team. The 

Library Director was 

interviewed Dr. Marsha 

Ham, University Director 

of Teaching and 

Learning from A.T. Still 

University, Mesa AZ. 

Our Accreditation was 

reaffirmed for an 

additional 10 years. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

August 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Because we didn’t 

have classification 

placards in place to 

display the DDCN 

range, yellow stickies 

were placed on the 

shelving end-caps.  

     When the large 

study carrels and 

tables were first set 

up, we had to wait 

several weeks to get 

the wiring in place for 

USB/plug power and 

lighting. By the time 

this was installed 

8x10 classification 

placards were 

designed and taped to 

the end-caps as we 

waited for smaller 

encased classification 

placards to arrive. 

Once the plastic 

holders were 

attached, the program 

template provided (on  

printed card stock) 

the classification 

guides to be cut and 

easily inserted.  

 



 

 

 

 

  August 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

     The Biblical Research 

Center has 3 study rooms 

and one media room on 

the west side of the 

building. They are 

decorated with beautiful 

art and historical items. 

The study rooms have 

All-in-One computers that 

are wall mounted. An 

antique card catalog came 

from Arizona College of 

the Bible (1935-1998) 

originally called the 

Arizona Bible Institute. 

     Two wood and glass 

cabinets with glass 

shelves house our DVDs 

(left) and CDs (right). 

Because of the use of 

flash drives, DVDs and 

CDs are rarely used. 

However, like previous 

recorded media like vinyl 

records, they display 

valuable historical cover 

information and images. 

     Our library archives at 

far southwest corner of 

the BRC, is a storehouse 

for print and bound 

periodicals as well as rare 

books, bible pages and 

historical events.  We also 

have a private office we 

hope to be occupied by a 

future staff member that 

will allow us to increase 

our book processing 

speed, and operate the 

library on Saturdays. The 

historical table pictured 

was utilized to process 

books and journals has 

been used since 1996 for 

faculty meetings, student 

study and library 

volunteer/staff 

conservation work.     
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The supposed temporary 

furniture arrived August 4th 

on a Saturday while my wife 

Jan and I were in Redondo 

Beach California visiting 

Jan’s OC Missionary brother 

Dave and his wife Sandy. 

When I arrived on Tuesday 

the 7th of August, we began 

setting up bookshelves, 

desks, chairs and tables in the 

Faculty and Library staff 

offices. We also arranged 

tables and chairs in the study 

rooms and the central 

corridor of the library. 

Unbeknown to us, there was 

no money to by permanent 

furniture so the temporary 

became the permanent—I 

thought it was perfect.  After 

the Library Annex closed 

down on August 17th the next 

day was New Student 

Orientation and the library 

was ready to go. As the 

Library Director I love my 

northwest office, 2nd from the 

front. Jim Santeford got the 

1st office. He loves his 

elevating desk that he 

brought from Thomas Road. 

With just 3 staff I knew 

we would need some 

serious volunteers. I put 

out a plea online and at 

Scottsdale Bible Church 

and got no responses. 

Paul Newman told me 

early on that his wife 

Marian (who ran SBC’s 

bookstore for years 

pictured at right with 

Mitch) wanted to 

volunteer right away so 

in September she was 

learning our circulation 

system and helping in 

so many areas. Her 

friend Harriet 

McCallister (an SBC 

lay counselor & former 

Nurse in the grey vest) 

jumped in the seat as 

well in October. 

Another wonderful 

surprise was when 

Brenda Shrader (former 

Bamboo Club 

Restaurant ower in the 

green/brown blouse) 

joined our team in June 

of 2019 



 

 

 

 

November 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday, Nov. 2nd,  

the BRC Grand 

Opening was held in 

the evening.  The 

event was catered 

by the Epley’s 

Daughter, Ruthie 

and her husband 

Mickey. There were 

many invited.  

Included were 

Phoenix Seminary 

Board members, 

Faculty, Staff and 

Students. The 

Executive Vice 

President of 

Strategic Initiatives, 

Steve Johnson 

officiated the event 

with President 

Darryl DelHousaye. 

After the 

festivities, many 

people toured 

the new Biblical 

Research Center. 

The Library 

Director, Doug 

Olbert’s wife Jan 

and his Son 

Lukus and wife 

Lauri took a 

private tour of 

the Library, 

Archive and 

offices. 
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Yvonne Gonzales 

provided the finishing 

touches on the new 

Biblical Research 

Center with a 

beautifully decorated 

Christmas tree. On 

December 7th (Pearl 

Harbor Day) the 

Seminary “Gift 

Exchange” Christmas 

Party was held at Bill 

and Ann Epley’s 1980s 

restored Historic Squaw 

Peak Inn. Their 

daughter Ruthie and 

husband Mickey 

provided a wonderful 

meal for us all. The gift 

exchange was fun but 

lasted way too long 

because of all the “gift 

stealing” that went on. 

The seminary 

faculty and staff are 

enjoying hot 

beverages from the 

main dining are at 

the Squaw Peak Inn. 

Famous guests of the 

1937 Inn were Clark 

Gable, Dick Powell, 

Robert Taylor, June 

Allyson, and Mamie 

Eisenhower. The 

Library Director’s 

wife Jan Olbert 

enjoyed the beauty 

and solace of the Inn 

after the event. 



 

 

 

 

June 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
July 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

     Getting settled and 

unpacking materials from 

the year before was 

gratifying since things 

are being displayed in 

their rightful place 

finally. I found graduate 

frames on a metal wire 

cart in the Student 

Lounge storage room. 

Paul Newman—our 

Facilities Coordinator 

helped me hang our 27 

graduate classes from 

1991 to 2017 on the 

south wall of the library. 

Two  classes remained to 

be done: 2018 & 2019. I 

was thankful that Hall of 

Frames off FLW was still 

in business with similar 

looking frames. 

     Paul Madson, our 

1991and very first 

graduate gave the 

seminary 3100 amazing 

immaculate volumes. The 

library took 1219 

volumes—the rest went  

to the students and 

missions projects. Paul 

and his wife Lisa felt 

God’s call to help equip 

and encourage less 

fortunate international  

pastors with biblical and 

theological training 

through  his Global 

Training Network.  

John Lang, a faithful 

seminary donor, 

blessed our library 

with some amazing 

Ancient Israeli 

artifacts from the 

time of the 

Patriarchs, King 

David, Jesus and the 

Early Church 

Fathers. He made an 

exciting trip to Israel 

in the late 1990’s 

under the guidance 

of Dr. Kem 

Oberholtzer, a 

previous Faculty 

member of both 

Western and Phoenix 

Seminary. The 

artifacts are 

displayed against the 

north wall of the 

library behind the 

conference room. 



 

 

 

 

Sept. 2019 

 

 

Drs. Peter Gurry and 

John Meade recently 

started the Phoenix 

Seminary Text and 

Canon Institute “to 

encourage research 

and publication of 

scholarly work on the 

history of the canon 

and the text of the 

Bible.” In support of 

this end Phoenix 

Seminary Library has 

ordered and will 

process nearly 300 

volumes from France. 

The Sources 

Chretiennes series 

(based in Lyon and 

published by Editions 

du Cerf in Paris) has 

provided critical 

editions of texts from 

the 1400 years of the 

Church, accompanied 

by a French translation 

as well as an 

introduction and notes. 

More precisely, the 

series consists of 

editions-with-

translations of 

Christian texts in 

Greek and Latin. 

 


